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Old York Scholars serving …



… in prison

• Roderic Clark

• Called for Christian Pacifism

• No Conscription Council

• Jailed for 2 ½ years in 1916

• Released April 1919



… with the Friends Ambulance Unit

• Philip Noel Baker
• Organised the FAU
• Olympic runner
• Helped set up League of Nations
• MP
• Cabinet Minister
• Chairman of the Labour Party
• Helped set up the United Nations
• Multilateral nuclear disarmament
• Nobel Peace Prize 1959
• Peerage in 1977



… with the Friends Ambulance Unit

• Norman Gripper

• Killed working for the FAU

• Driving an ambulance in France

• He was 21



… with the armed services

• John Gibson

• Killed at Passchendaele

• Commissioned in 1915

• He was 22



… with the armed services

• Robert Hickes

• Royal Flying Corps

• Shot down August 1918

• He was 19



Served with the FAU and then in prison

• Thomas Corder Catchpool

• Volunteered in the FAU from 1914

• Won the Mons Medal

• Changed his mind in 1916

• Thought FAU had become a conscript unit

• Jailed for 2 years from 1916

• Released January 1919

• Worked with War Victims in Berlin 1919

• Lifelong commitment to nonviolence



Served with the FAU and then in the army

• Lawrence Rowntree

• Volunteered in the FAU from 1914

• Suffered from shell shock

• Changed his mind in 1916

• ‘feeling a call’

• Killed November 1917



In memory of all old Bootham boys who have 
faithfully striven to follow the light



Old Scholars serving …



Bootham School Bicentenary

1823-2023
Time to change 1918-2023



How has Bootham changed?

• Buildings

• Students

• Staff



The Lodge



The Lodge



New Hall



New Hall



Arts Centre
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Bootham Junior School



Not just boys



Boarding and day students



Staff 



First names



Bootham School Bicentenary

1823-2023
NOT EVERYTHING CHANGES



Quaker Ethos



Community



Giving Back



Gathering together 1823-2023

• Silence

• Assembly

• Meeting



Nineteenth Century



Nineteenth Century – Silence, Assembly and 
Meeting
• Each day began with a short period of silence

• The school met morning and evening for the family reading of the 
Bible

• Passages from the bible were committed to memory

• On Sunday evenings short addresses on life and conduct, with special 
reference to the needs of school life, were given



Nineteenth Century Classroom



Early twentieth century daily programme

7 20 Silence

7 30 Breakfast

8 40 Assembly



The John Bright Library



1940s Plans for a new Meeting Hall



1960s

• Trevor Dannatt

Critical architectural problem:

‘designing a building of form and atmosphere appropriate to daily 
assembly and weekly meeting, yet capable of being transformed into 
one suitable for theatre and opera, as well as other public occasions’



1966



1970s and 80s daily programme

• Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
• 8 40 Silence and a reading

• Saturday
• Hymn practice



1970s and 80s





Performance







Bootham has a history of helping others

Walter Stein – Bootham 1939-42



The Stein family 1937



Graz - Austria



Austria 1938



A Jewish family



Need to escape



Kinder Transport



Bootham School



Walter’s family



Donald Gray





Life after Bootham

• Donald Gray helped Walter find funding to go to Manchester 
University

• Walter converted to Catholicism

• Academic Theologian

• CND

• ‘Defence without the Bomb’

• ‘The Politics of Alternative Defence’ 




