
Bootham School Bicentenary

1823-2023
Our Bicentenary Year



1 January 1823

• Lease of Lawrence Street House



First Head – William Simpson 



Prospectus



Bootham School Bicentenary
1823-2023

Bootham 1823-1898

History of Language and Ethos



Did you ever wonder why …?

• We have Schoolrooms, Seniors and College?

• The Library is called the JB Library?

• Teachers serve columns?

• We have a Natural History Society?

• We have an Observatory?

• Bootham plays football rather than rugby?

• We have Bars at 4pm?

• Students go to The Lodge if they don’t feel well?



The Lawrence Street School 1823-29



Schoolrooms

• Schoolroom

• Playroom

• Dining Room

• Bedrooms

• Only Quaker boys



John Bright

• ‘During the two years I spent at York I learned more than in any other 
two years of my school life’



York Friends Boys School – The York School
• 1829 – the first Head, William Simpson, stood down

• Yorkshire Quarterly Meeting Boys School



Lawrence Street – good for skating but 
unhealthy!



Move to Bootham 1846



John Ford – Head from 1829 to 1865



‘that of God in everyman’

• No corporal punishment

• Alternatives
• Columns

• Interviews



Excluded from university

• Developed interest in ‘new’ ideas:
• Science

• Mathematics



Natural History Society - 1834



Astronomy – telescope 1850



Observatory



New sports
• First football team in 1862



Seniors
• First external exam candidates 1865

• Preparation for university candidates 1904



A language of their own
• To york

• John Ford’s leg

• Crowbar



1865-1893
• Renamed ‘Bootham School’ in 1889

• First non-Quakers arrived in 1893

• Women appointed to School Committee in 1893



Bootham School Bicentenary
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Bootham 1899-1914

History of Building and Community



The school in 1898



The school in 1898



The school in 1898



The school in 1898



The school in 1898



12 May 1899



Fire Damage



Fire Damage



Fire Damage



Old Scholars



Decision to rebuild



Rebuilding



Rebuilding



Rebuilding



Love Builds



New Buildings



New Buildings



Buildings



New Buildings



New Buildings



The Lodge



Swimming Pool 1914



Fire Brigade




